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August 26, 2013


Dear Youth Leader and Youth Participants:

Thank you for participating in “TRICK OR TREAT SO OTHERS CAN EAT” (TOTSOCE), a countywide community service event organized by Ventura County 4-H to benefit FOOD Share, Ventura County’s food bank. TOTSOCE is simply a canned food drive with all donations directly benefiting individuals and families in need in Ventura County.  Collection should take place between October 1 and November 1 and all food should be at Food Share by 4:00 p.m. Friday November 1.
2013 marks the 17th year Trick Or Treat So Others Can Eat has been in action in the Ventura County community. In 2012, over 15 youth groups joined 4-H to collect over 6000 lbs. of food. Thank you to AYSO, local Girl Scout Troops, Cal State University Channel Islands students and many others who made last year such a success; let's do it again this year!  Our goal this year is 8,500 lbs. of food.
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS/ How to get started
Collection should take place between October 1 and November 1 and all food should be at Food Share by 4:00 p.m. Friday November 1.  This is important, so it doesn't overlap or get confused with other food drives or events at Food Share.
There are many ways to collect the canned food and other non-perishable food items. Your group can host a food drive, partner with a local grocery store, do an online donations campaign, or simply collect food at your next youth/group meeting or promote a Food Share collection barrel at meetings or events. Contact us at totsoce@gmail.com if you have a new idea or if you need ideas!  We really encourage creativity and love to brainstorm and share success stories.
ARE SEVERAL WAYS TO HERE PARTICPATE:
· Organize a food drive at your school, church, club meeting, or sporting event. You can contact Food Share to have collection bins dropped off and picked up for donations over 200 lbs.
· Organize a food drive outside of a local grocery store (with their permission).
· Host a Halloween party and have friends bring canned food for admission!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]E-mail an appeal e-mail for donations to your family, friends and contacts; be sure to include the link to the 4-H TOTSOCE webpage and the link to the FOOD Share online donation page. Monetary donations go a long way; for every $1 donated, FOOD Share is able to purchase $5 worth of nutritious food!
· Social Media, post a link on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram to FOOD Share's online donation page so that friends and family can support your group's collection efforts with monetary donations. Also, don't forget to like our page on Facebook!  Upload your photos too.
· What other creative ideas can you share with us?
DOOR TO DOOR CAMPAIGN TIPS AND MATERIALS:
Included in this document are your starter materials, which can also be found on our 4-H website. Both the door hangers and thank you notes should be copied on BRIGHT NEON ORANGE paper. This makes it very easy for the resident to see and for the youth to spot when returning for donations.  Here are more tips for door to door collecting:
Below are the easy steps to door to door collecting:
1. Print door hangers and thank you notes out on BRIGHT NEON ORANGE paper.
2. Hang door hangers on front doors in designated neighborhoods 3-5 days in advance of your collection date (not in mailboxes, this is illegal). The door hanger contains information about TOTSOCE as well as the date on which the volunteer will return to collect the non-perishable food items (no glass please). This may be done anytime between October 1st and November 1st (i.e. after school, on a weekend, etc.), or on Halloween or at a Halloween party. 
3. On the designated date (between October 1st and November 1st), youth volunteers return to the neighborhoods to collect the canned food. Residents can either give the donations to the volunteer when they come to the door or leave a box or bag on their porch with the flyer attached. “Trick-or-Treaters” can choose to go out individually or in groups, but everyone should dress in costumes OR in their appropriate youth uniforms (i.e. 4-H uniform, sports shirt, Scout uniform, etc.). REMEMBER: Have an adult with you at all times!  
4. Lastly, get the donations to FOOD Share by 4:00 p.m. November 1st. All groups should coordinate their donations at one location (i.e. a leader’s home, etc.) and then either deliver to FOOD Share’s warehouse (4156 Southbank Road, Oxnard) or call FOOD Share for a pick-up if your group has collected over 200 lbs. (805) 983-7100 ext. 135.
 FOOD Share in Oxnard
4156 Southbank Rd.
see map
NOTE: When delivering the collected items to FOOD Share please remember to identify yourself as being part of the TOTSOCE program as they receive many donations daily. This is very important to ensure we can accurately track donated totals.

GET OTHERS INVOLVED!

We want as many Ventura County Youth to participate in this great community service event.  Please pass along our registration e-mail and this letter to other youth groups you know, including sports teams, church groups, private schools, school clubs, and service groups such as Girl Scouts and Boy Scout troops.  Also, individual youth may sign up to participate.  Get your friends involved so that we can show our county how much our young people care about this community!

Thank you for participating in this worthwhile community service event for those in need. You are truly helping make a difference in your community! If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us via e-mail at totsoce@gmail.com.  Again, thank you!

Christina Morrison (4-H TOTSOCE adult leader)
Ellie Morrison (4-H TOTSOCE Teen Leader)
Gracie Morrison (4-H TOTSOCE Jr. Leader)
Loma Vista 4-H, Ventura County
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If you are able to help, I will be picking up non-perishable food donations (no glass please) on:
	.
If you will not be home, you can simply leave your donations on your porch or in front of your door. PLEASE secure this door hanger to your donations.

 Online Monetary donations can now be made through the TOTSOCE/Food Share donation page at https://www.ghostcart.com/cart/donation_front.php?store_name=foodshare-tot 

or simply scan the image below with your smart phone to go directly to the donation page. 
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Thank you and I hope you will be able to participate in this community service event to help the hungry of Ventura County!


Hi! My name is, 

	
and I’m a “TRICK OR TREAT SO OTHERS CAN EAT” trick-or-treater!
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PLEASE DONATE FOOD TODAY!
TRICK OR TREAT so others can eat is a youth-led community service event organized by Ventura County 4-H and FOOD Share to collect canned food and other non-perishable food items to benefit over 75,000 monthly clients of FOOD Share throughout Ventura County. 
 

	

	[image: Description: 4h_mark2][image: Description: fs color logo]

[image: ]Online monetary donations can be made directly at https://www.ghostcart.com/cart/donation_front.php?store_name=foodshare-tot or simply scan the QR image above with your smart phone to go directly to the donation page.
PLEASE DONATE FOOD TODAY!
TRICK OR TREAT so others can eat is a youth-led community service event organized by Ventura County 4-H and FOOD Share to collect canned food and other non-perishable food items to benefit over 75,000 monthly clients of FOOD Share throughout Ventura County


	
	
	

	[image: Description: 4h_mark2][image: Description: fs color logo]	
	[image: ]
Online monetary donations can be made directly at https://www.ghostcart.com/cart/donation_front.php?store_name=foodshare-tot or simply scan the QR image above with your smart phone to go directly to the donation page.
PLEASE DONATE FOOD TODAY!
TRICK OR TREAT so others can eat is a youth-led community service event organized by Ventura County 4-H and FOOD Share to collect canned food and other non-perishable food items to benefit over 75,000 monthly clients of FOOD Share throughout Ventura County.

	
	[image: Description: 4h_mark2][image: Description: fs color logo]

[image: ]Online monetary donations can be made directly at https://www.ghostcart.com/cart/donation_front.php?store_name=foodshare-tot or simply scan the QR image above with your smart phone to go directly to the donation page.
PLEASE DONATE FOOD TODAY!
TRICK OR TREAT so others can eat is a youth-led community service event organized by Ventura County 4-H and FOOD Share to collect canned food and other non-perishable food items to benefit over 75,000 monthly clients of FOOD Share throughout Ventura County.




	[image: 4h_mark2][image: totsoce copy][image: fs color logo]THANK YOU!
On behalf of our organizers, 
Ventura County 4-H and Ventura County’s FOOD Share,
we would like to thank you for participating in our community service event, “TRICK OR TREAT SO OTHERS CAN EAT”. Your donation will help feed individuals and families in need in Ventura County.
Online Monetary donations can be made through the 
TOTSOCE/Food Share donation page at https://www.ghostcart.com/cart/donation_front.php?store_name=foodshare-tot.
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