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New short-day cultivar Merced 



Merced = C229 

Fruiting plant of Merced in Irvine, CA 
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New Cultivar Merced 

Short-day cultivar 

Compact plant 

Early planting for So. California 

Excellent fruit quality (flavor, color, firmness) 

Weather tolerant 

Fresh-dug plants (use 12-13ò in-row spacing) 

High productivity with frigo plants (CA Central Valley, 

Turkey, Colombia, N. Europe) 
 



Performance of Albion, S. Andreas & Camino 

Real with Merced in traditional late-summer 

plantings at the Watsonville Research Facility 

in 2010-12 

              Yield       App Score    Fruit size 

Item              (C/acre)      (5=best)        (g/fruit)    Firmness 
 

Albion  7,047  4.1          33.6       12.8 

S. Andreas    6,908  4.0          30.6       12.5 

C. Real 5,053  3.0          25.6       11.5 

Merced 9,148  4.2          34.2       12.1 

WEO plants harvested in January, stored at -2ºC, and planted Aug. 26 ï Sept. 9 



Performance of Merced and three comparison 

cultivars evaluated at the South Coast REC in 2011-12 

 

             Early   App     Fruit   Fruit 
              Yld    Yield    Score      Size       Fruit 

Item             (C/A)  (C/A)  (5=best)  (g/fruit)  Firmness 

Camarosa  2307   5331      2.3    28.0        3.3 

Ventana      2825   5847      3.0         30.7        3.3 

Benicia  3172   6469      3.2    33.4        3.6 

Merced  1684   5078      3.6         33.7        3.5 

              Macdoel plants harvested September 28, planted October 2 

            64ò 4-row beds,   16ò in-row plant spacing,   24,475 plants/acre                            



Advanced Short-day U.C. Selections 

Fronteras 

 

Grenada 

Petaluma 



Petaluma (C231) 



Petaluma 



Grenada (C232) 
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Fronteras (C235)  


