
Small Animal PDC Meeting Minutes – October 29, 2016 

Hansen Agriculture Research Education Center, small barn 
 

1. Meeting called to order by Monika James at 10:40. 

2. Monika led flag salute and 4H pledge. 

3. Minutes from the 6/22/16 PDC meeting were distributed.  One correction was made: Sue Poland 

should be listed as a Bardsdale 4H member.   

 

Motion to approve the 6/22/16 minutes as corrected (Deion Gerhard, Jonra Cross) passed 

unanimously. 

 

4.  PDC Officer introductions were made: Jill Lujan and Monika James are PDC co-leaders. Lisa 

Wittrock (Las Posas Valley 4H) is our secretary, but is absent today. Monika also fills the role of 

PDC Treasurer. 

 

Others in attendance were: 

 Tiffany Cook, Santa Rosa Valley 

 Christina (didn’t catch her last name), Las Posas Valley 

 Justin Peters, Chief Peak 

 Deione Gerhard, Chief Peak 

 Melissa Ziegler, Loma Vista 

 Jonra Cross, Loma Vista 

 Alicia Hicks, Sespe 

 Heather Wray, Las Posas 

 Sue Poland, Bardsdale, recording 

 

5. Treasurer Report:  Our fiscal year runs July 1 – June 30.  The PDC’s opening allotment from the 

County Council is $400 for Education/Events, and $100 for Awards.  Any amount from that 

allotment not used this fiscal year by the PDC will be forfeited.  In addition, we have a $43.07 

carryover from last year (SFD silent auction) for awards.  No PDC expenses have been made to 

date.   

 

6. New Business: 

 

a. Rabbit and Chicken project materials in the county’s 4H library have been updated. To 

bring pygmy goat resources up to date, the PDC proposes to purchase two items: 

National Pygmy Goat Association Showmanship Manual ($15.75 plus tax) and Pygmy 

Goats – Management and Veterinary Care, by Lorrie Boldrick, DVM and Lydia Hale 

($21).  

 

Motion to approve the expenditure of an amount sufficient for purchase of the two 

described pygmy goat items (Deione Gerhard, Tiffany Cook) passed unanimously. 

 

b. Belt Buckle Fundraising:  This year, we expect to need to provide 12 belt buckles 

(costing about $100-$125 each) at Fair.   

i. Alicia Hicks (Sespe) suggested that grant money may be available for something 

like this through www.BankOfTheSierra.com.  Their grants are made quarterly, 

and are renewable each year. 

ii. In past years, the PDC has raised $800-900 at the Super Field Day silent auction, 

but this year’s planned Small Animal Field Day replacement event isn’t likely to 

bring in as much revenue.   

http://www.bankofthesierra.com/


iii. Some companies (such as Jonra Cross’) offer matching funds for employees that 

do volunteer hours – hopefully others will too.  Anyone who has such an 

opportunity can get the County’s 4-H Tax Id number from Katelyn  Beckmann 

(KBeckmann@ucanr.edu ). 

 

It should be noted that PDC fundraising plans must go through the County Council. 

 

c. Small Animal Field Day (SAFD):  It will include events for rabbits, bees, cavy, dogs, 

pygmy goats, plants, speakers, and of course, poultry.   The question of which PDC 

Shooting Sport projects should be affiliated with was raised – but not answered.  Some 

projects (like bees, plants, speakers) apparently could fit into all the PDCs…   

Volunteers are being sought to oversee the event, and chair individual project areas.  This 

event will take place sometime in April – but not April 1 (Southern Area scheduling 

conflict) and probably not the last weekend in April (local volunteer scheduling 

conflicts).  The goals of Small Animal Field Day include: providing project practice 

opportunity, increasing project knowledge, and fun…   

 

Regarding SAFD volunteers:  Melissa Ziegler has the rabbit jumps and knowledge tests.  

Tiffany will lead cavies.   Deion volunteered to help, and says that Jackie Larson will 

certainly help also.  Anyone willing to lend a hand with any part of SAFD should email 

Jill (JillLujan1@verizon.net) or Monika (HayAndScratch@outlook.com ). 

 

d. Species Chairs: The PDC needs a volunteer to oversee activities for each animal species.  

A job description for this role was distributed.    Generally speaking, the species chair 

oversees relevant awards,  is available to answer questions, and handles any species-level 

issues or conflicts. 

 

Volunteers today were: 

 Tiffany Cook Cavies 

 Melissa Ziegler Rabbits 

 Jonra Cross Poultry 

 Sue Poland Small market animals  

 

7. Upcoming PDC meeting dates:  January 25, March 29, June 21, each at the Cooperative 

Extension Office at 6:00, immediately prior to the County Council meeting.  By January’s 

meeting, we should have confirmation of 2017 Fair dates, and will discuss, among other things, 

potential concern for limits on number of turkey entries Fair will accept. 

 

8.  Motion to adjourn (Sue Poland, Tiffany Cook) passed unanimously at 11:09. 
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