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Clover Lines

Communities Coming Together

We all know that this is a time of economic challenge.  Most every family has been affected by the financial state that our country is in the midst of.  One of the good things that history has shown is that during such times communities come together.  They spend more time in their communities getting to know one another.  They build friendships.  They help each other.  They show concern for their neighbors in need, and share what they can, including their time and their skills.  Communities come together.

Recently, one of our 4-H families lost their home to a fire.  Not only did they lose their home and most of their household and personal possessions, several pets were lost in the fire.  Our hearts go out to the Barajas family.  Many of our 4-H families have offered their support in various ways.  The 4-H community has come together, showing their concern and love for this wonderful family.  

I have a challenge for our Ventura County 4-H Clubs.  But first, a little background.  As many of you may remember, we used to have several countywide 4-H events throughout the year.  These events were fun and educational.  We spent time with old friends, and made new ones.  It was a lot of work, but it was fun to get together, to showcase members’ talents and skills, to compete, to share, and to learn.  Over the past few years, attendance at events dwindled, fewer people were able to help plan and put on the events, and many of the events are now gone.  We don’t have the same sense of community that we once did within the 4-H community.  

Now for the challenge. . . we challenge 4-H clubs in our county to plan a community or countywide event!  Consider conducting a community clean-up with other clubs in your area, and perhaps a picnic afterwards.  Or, maybe a 4-H Science Night, with clubs from throughout the county hosting tables with science hands-on activities and displays.  Maybe a Saturday in the Park with games and a canned food drive.  The possibilities are endless!  This is an excellent opportunity for older members to gain valuable leadership skills, and possibly to earn their Emerald Star!   

Don’t wait to get to know others in the community/county, to make new friends and enjoy old ones, to help a neighbor, to show your concern, to be an active community member. The 4-H Office staff would love to help you plan an event.  Contact Susan or Tisha for ideas, facilities paperwork, articles in Clover Lines or emails to clubs and members.  We look forward to working with you!



Briggs 4-H 










by Tina Thrasher
Briggs 4-H meets the 3rd Monday of each month at Trinity Luthern Church
Club Leaders: Tina and Dean Thrasher
Club President: Kirsten Brock, 12
Our last Project we did as a Club was on Monday, December 15th.  We held our Annual “Rotary Club Christmas Basket Canned Food Drive”.  The kids collected 600 cans in the rain.  This is a great opportunity for
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our kids to help out other families in need in our Community.  We have 85 kids in our club this year.

We will soon be starting our Fair Animals Projects which include, Pigs, Lambs, Goats, Pygmy Goats and Steers. The kids are all very excited and can hardly wait to get their animals.
See you all at the Fair!

Briggs 4-H Club

* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *
Chief Peak 4-H









by K’Lynn Jackson
Chief Peak 4-H meets every  second Tuesday of the month at Summit Elementary School in Upper Ojai
Leader:  Jackie Larson

President: K’Lynn Jackson, 16
            When it comes to serving the community, Chief Peak 4-H is your club. We have done many community service projects recently, including Socks for Soldiers, hygiene bags for the needy, making and serving a dinner for the homeless shelter, making holiday cookies for the homeless shelter and retirement home, and making Vintage Valentines for the retirement home this Valentines Day.   Everyone is very active and helpful in doing these good deeds and sure hope we are making a difference in people’s lives. 

            Our focus over the years has mostly been large livestock projects but this year we have a new Archery project lead by the Ellis Family. In this project, 4-Hers learn the ways of a bow and arrow and how to be a successful shooter. Another new project is the Mini Horse Project, for the girls and boys that may not have a horse of their own but love learning and being around horses. In October the horses and members traveled to a local retirement home to visit the elderly and will head out to visit a breeding farm this spring.  Everyone is working very hard in making their projects fun, successful, and a good learning experience.  

            Our club has been ongoing in the community for over 60 years. Two ways our club keeps up on project activities are through our Community Newsletter and Club Web Site.  We thank everyone that is a part of Chief Peak 4-H for continuing to make our club strong!
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3/3	Preliminary Presentation Day


3/4	SAS PDC Meeting @ Camarillo Sizzler 6 p.m.


3/6-7	Agricultural & Environmental Sciences Field Day


3/7	Rabbit Show @ Ventura Fairgrounds


3/14	County Presentation Day


3/15	4-H Equine Play Day at the Ventura Fairgrounds


3/16	You See Davis Days Registration Postmark Deadline


3/16-28  2009 Globe at Night


3/21	4-H SAS PDC Super Field Day!!! – Ventura Fairgrounds


3/21	Hero Pack assembly Party


3/28  ONE DATE ONLY Meat Pens Quality Assurance


3/28-29 State 4-H Horse Classic @ Reedley College


3/31	� HYPERLINK "http://www.ca4h.org/leadership/ambassador/index.asp" �2009-2010 4-H State Ambassador Applications Due� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ca4h.org/leadership/ambassador/index.asp" ��http://www.ca4h.org/leadership/ambassador/index.asp� 


4/4	Steer Tagging Date


4/8	SAS PDC Meeting @ Camarillo Sizzler 6 p.m.


4/11	SSFF Poultry Show/4-H Showmanship–Vta. Fairgrounds


4/16-18  4-H You See Davis Days


4/18  2009/2010 Program Year New Leader Certification Orientation


6:00 p.m. @ 4-H Office


5/2	Heifer Tagging Date


5/6	SAS PDC Meeting @ Camarillo Sizzler 6 p.m.


5/16	2009/2010 Program Year New Leader Certification Orientation 9:30 a.m. @ 4-H Office


5/16	South Section Field Day at Mt. San Antonio College


5/17	4-H Equine Gymkhana at the Ventura Fairgrounds


5/30	State 4-H Field Day/Presentation Day


6/3	SAS PDC Meeting @ Camarillo Sizzler 6 p.m.


6/6  Swine, Sheep, Goat, All other & Small Meat Pen animals


6/21-30	 Washington Focus I - Road to Democracy *


6/21-27  Washington Focus I - Heritage Trail I*


6/26-28	 State 4-H Horse Classic @ Santa Cruz County Fair


6/26-30  California Focus  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ca4h.org/citizenship/focus/" \o "blocked::http://www.ca4h.org/citizenship/focus/" �http://www.ca4h.org/citizenship/focus/�


6/30	2009/2010 Program Year New Leader Certification Orientation 6:00 p.m. @ 4-H Office


6/30	 2008-09 4-H Year Ends!


7/1	 2009-2010 4-H Year Begins!


7/1	 SAS PDC Meeting @ Camarillo Sizzler 6 p.m.


7/8	2009/2010 Program Year New Leader Certification Orientation 9:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. @ 4-H Office


7/12-22 	Washington Focus II - Global Journey*


7/12-18 	Washington Focus II - Heritage Trail II*


8/5-8/16  2009 Ventura County Fair


9/22	2009/2010 Program Year New Leader Certification Orientation 6:00 p.m. @ 4-H Office


10/3	2009/2010 Program Year New Leader Certification Orientation 9:30 a.m. @ 4-H Office





* For more info. visit  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ca4h.org/citizenship/dcfocus/" \o "blocked::http://www.ca4h.org/citizenship/dcfocus/" �http://www.ca4h.org/citizenship/dcfocus/�





4-H Office





The 4-H Office is open (except for County designated Holidays) Monday – Thursday, 9am to 5pm. Please call the 4-H Office at (805) 645-1470 for more information.





Staff Hours & Program Responsibilities





Susan Gloeckler (805) 662-6943


Hours vary; Please call for an appointment or to leave a voicemail message.


4-H Program Supervisor – Community Club Program, Policy and Procedure, New Unit Organization, Club Leader Advice, Training (Youth/Volunteer).


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sygloeckler@ucdavis.edu" ��sygloeckler@ucdavis.edu�





Tisha Fisher (805) 645-1464


Monday – Thursday


4-H Assistant – Enrollment, Mailings, Pins, Equipment Check Out, 4-H Calendar, Event Support, 4-H Library, General Information, Clover Lines Editor.


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tifisher@ucdavis.edu" ��tifisher@ucdavis.edu�





Rose Hayden-Smith (805) 645-1466


Acting County Director,


4-H Youth Development Advisor


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rmhaydensmith@ucdavis.edu" ��rmhaydensmith@ucdavis.edu�





4-H Event “Hotline”	(805) 662-6885


4-H Information	(805) 662-6869





Please feel free to mail, fax or e-mail articles about your Group’s activities and events to the 4-H Office. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS THE 2ND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH FOR THE NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE.











Rose Hayden-Smith


4-H Youth Development Advisor








The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy (including childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or status as a covered veteran (covered veterans are special disabled veterans, recently separated veterans, Vietnam era veterans, or any other veterans who served on active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge has been authorized) in any of its programs or activities. University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal Laws. Inquiries regarding the University’s Nondiscrimination Policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 1111 Franklin St., 6th Floor, Oakland, CA  94607, (510) 987-0096.








4-H Library





Now for loan from our 4-H Library is a single copy of;





Certified Horsemanship Association Horsemanship Composite Manual comprised of Levels:�1 –  Introduction


      General Horse Information – Horse Sense, Rules & reasons


      Horse Care & Handling – Approach your horse, Halter your horse & how to fit a halter,


Lead your horse, Turn your horse, Tie your horse, Tying a horse safely & quick


release knot, Grooming, Parts of the horse, Parts of the tack, Saddling, Bridling


      Horsemanship – Mounting & dismounting, Basic seat & hand position, Holding the


reins, Basic aids; Ask, Tell & Command, Horse control, The trot, Exercises on


horseback, Trail riding


      Testing & Evaluation


2 -  Introduction


      General Horse Information – General info, Horseman’s talk (terms), Basic gaits of the


horse, Horse colors & markings, Parts of the horse & foot


      Horse Care & Handling – Catching & turning out horses, Cooling out a hot horse,


Stable chores


      Horses & Ponies Found in America – Horse breeds, Color breeds, Pony breeds


      Horsemanship – Adjusting your stirrups (English & Western), Balance of horse & rider,


Balance in turns, Learning to posting on the correct diagonal, Learning to canter or lope, Intro to Jumping, Western patterns, Trail obstacles, Trail riding


      Testing & Evaluation


3 -  Introduction


      General Horse Information – Horse behavior, Reading his ears, Horses’ senses


      Horse Care & Handling – Horse feeds & feeding, Insect & fly protection


      Equipment – Bits & bitting, Other equipment, Care of Equipment


      Horsemanship – Artificial aids, Putting the aids to work, Ways of using the reins,


Improving your seat, Schooling your fingers, Western turnback on the rail, Jumping, Western patterns, games on horseback, Riding bareback, Trail riding


      Testing & Evaluation


4 -  Introduction


      General Horse Information – Horse behavior problems


      Horse Care & Handling – Hoof Care, lameness & foot problems; Signs of health &


sickness, Keeping your horse healthy, Common horse health problems, Basic first aid for horses


      Selecting a Good Horse


      Horsemanship – Lightness, coordination of the aids, suppleness; Western, English, Trail


Riding


      Testing & Evaluation
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Dates for tagging animals for the 2009 Ventura County Fair have been announced:


Mark the following dates on your Calendars;





Steer:  April 4							Heifers:  May 2





Swine, Sheep, Goats, etc.:  June 6				Market Pens (chickens, rabbits, etc.):  June 6





Quality Assurance for meat pens:  March 28, noon, in Barn 300.  Note:  This will be the only Quality Assurance training for meat pens!  Mark your calendars now, and plan on attending!!!





Please e-mail all questions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:tifisher@ucdavis.edu" ��tifisher@ucdavis.edu� we’ll obtain the answers and get them to you A.S.A.P. 





No times have been announced yet EXCEPT for the QA for Meat Pens as stated above.





2009 Ventura County Fair Large and Small Livestock Market Animal Forms





The Large and Small Livestock Market Animal Forms for the 2009 Ventura County Fair can now be found on the Fair website at the follow link � HYPERLINK "http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/3455/" ��http://www.venturacountyfair.org/pages/3455/� . You can also locate them via the following link on the Ventura County Cooperative Extension website


 � HYPERLINK "http://ceventura.ucdavis.edu/4-H_Program/4-H_Forms.htm" ��http://ceventura.ucdavis.edu/4-H_Program/4-H_Forms.htm� .  Any questions regarding the forms should be directed to Fair staff at 805-648-3376.


























On Saturday, February 7, over 200 4-H volunteers, youth and county 4-H staff gathered at one of five locations through California for a 4-H SET Training.  Each of the �sites followed the same agenda and connected part of the morning with phone confe�rence and in the afternoon using Adobe Connect.  Trainings covered four areas:


Facilitation - focus on inquiry in experiential learning. 


Delivery - focus on Clubs and Camps. 


Partnership - campus and community collaborations. 


Curriculum - each site offered an introduction to two curricula (five different curricula were offered with each location sharing two) - Power of Wind, Give Robots a Hand, Oak Woodland Wildlife, It Came From Planted Earth, and Vet Science.





Melissa Kirkegaard, and her daughter, Hanna, from the Loma Vista 4-H Club were among several Ventura County 4-H participants who attended the training in Santa Barbara.  Melissa reported, “We did a shoe making experiment to demonstrate the effectiveness of experimental learning.  The focus was learning how to coach the kids and that when they are given less step by step instruction and given the opportunity to determine the best way to meet the goal, that they learn more.  They also gave us a packet with games designed to teach the kids about the Oak Woodland ecosystem.  We did a game looking at woodpeckers and squirrels competing for the same food source and how that can effect the populations.  We plan on doing some of the games to teach the kids about the oak woodland ecosystem at an upcoming Roots and Shoots meeting.”





If you are interested in the Oak Woodlands Wildlife Program or other SET curriculum, contact the 4-H Office








Did you know????





March is National:  Frozen Food Month, Nutrition Month, Women’s History Month, and Youth Art Month





Frozen food was commercially sold in the 1930s.





You should eat 5 servings of fruits & veggies every day and 3 oz. of whole grains each day.





Asparagus means “shoot” or “sprout.”  Asparagus plants are perennials and one asparagus plant may live for 25 years.





Cooked broccoli is more nutritious than raw broccoli.  Broccoli is a member of the mustard family.





Rhubarb is a vegetable and its leaves are toxic.

















WHAT IS SCIENCE?





What is Science?  Science is not just a collection of facts, theories and models. Science fiction writer Isaac Asimov describes science as "a way of thinking," a way to look at the world. Science involves trial and error - trying, failing and trying again. Science does not provide all the answers. It requires us to be skeptical so that our scientific "conclusions" can be modified or changed as we make new discoveries. Science includes:		(      Observing what is happening		(      Predicting what might happen


(      Testing predictions under controlled conditions			(      Trying to make sense of our observations








CLOVER LINES: E-MAIL OR SNAIL MAIL





On February 17, 2009, the 4-H Office sent out an e-mail to ALL of Ventura County 4-H Members & Volunteers that we have an e-mail address for.  THANK YOU to everyone that responded to our request; we’ve updated your record in our enrollment system with your preference & for those that chose “e-mail notification”, we’ve submitted your e-mail address to the notification list.  We had a lot of e-mail addresses bounce back as “bad” in one form or another; we also had some bounce back as “box full”. In part; the e-mail stated:





“In an effort to be more “Green” and to roll with the Economy, we need to hear back from each individual e-mail account within our new 4-H system even though some families have more than one e-mail address. Please let us know if you would like to stop receiving the paper copy of Clover Lines and start receiving an e-mail notifying you each month that the newsletter has been posted to the website.	Please reply to this e-mail with the following:





Name:  


Preference:  Continue receiving a paper copy of Clover Lines via the Postal Mail OR receive an e-mail notification that Clover Lines has been posted to the website each month.





Once I receive your e-mail response, I’ll update your individual record within 4hOnline as well as submit your e-mail address to the notification list. 





Thank you for your time,”





If you didn’t receive an e-mail from us stating the above quoted text; it’s because we don’t have an e-mail address on file for you OR your e-mail address bounced back as “bad” in some form or “box full”; please e-mail Tisha at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tifisher@ucdavis.edu" ��tifisher@ucdavis.edu� so that your record can be updated with your preference & your e-mail address added to the notification list for Clover Lines as requested. If you haven’t responded yet to the e-mail; please do so as soon as possible.  Thank you  :o)





Birth Announcement





Herb and Martha Bunch, Las Posas


4-H Sheep Project Leaders, are proud


to announce the birth of 5 Suffolk lambs


born to one Ewe.





It’s the first time we ever had


Quintuplets; 3 girls, 2 boys born


January 28, 2009.  We have been


raising sheep for many years for the


children to take to the fair.











From the January 2009 Issue of  Fountain of Youth


Youth and the Future of Going Green


By 4H Center for youth Development, ANR: University of California, & California Communities Program Citizenship, Governance, Prosperity University of California





Below you will find some shocking eco-statistics. Hopefully they will inspire you to do more to go green and help Mother Earth. If we all do our best to go green, we can change some of these statistics.





“It is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to change.” ~ Charles Darwin





  84…..Percent of a typical household’s waste, including food scrap, yard waste, cardboard, cans, and bottles can be recycled.


300…..Gallons of water a day is used by a typical American household. 


   25....Million trees could be saved each year if every American recycled just one-tenth of their newspapers.


   75.....Thousand trees could be saved if the New York Times used recycled paper for just one print run of the Sunday edition.


   40.....Million acres of tropical rainforests, an area larger than California, are destroyed each year through logging or burning. (A plant called the


rosy periwinkle, which grows in the rainforests of Madagascar, has been used to make a drug that can cure some kinds of cancer. Let’s


hope we are not unknowing destroying other life saving plants!)


   25…..Billion Styrofoam coffee cups are thrown away by Americans every year. A single polystyrene (Styrofoam) cup contains one billion


molecules of CFCs, that’s 1,000,000,000,000,000,000. When one CFC atom reaches the ozone layer, it can take over 100 years before it


breaks up and becomes harmless.


   11..….Million Americans live in areas with levels of air pollutants the federal government considers to be harmful. 


     1…...Million sea birds, 100,000 marine mammals, and 50,000 fur seals are killed each year as a result of eating or being strangled in plastic.


Americans throw away 2.5 million plastic beverage bottles every hour.





[All of these Eco-Statistics and more can be found at: http://www.geocities.com/rainforest/vines/4990/ggstatistics.html]





Fountain of Youth Facts is a monthly online list of statistics that provides a different and hopefully thought provoking profile of today’s youth. It is produced by the 4-H Center for Youth Development and the California Communities Program which are ANR sponsored programs.								 
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